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SYMPOSIUM 7
ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY: THEORY, CONCEPTS
AND PROCESSES
INTRODUCTION
Environmental quality has recently become a dominant and, hopefully, a permanent American public policy issue. On the Federal level
alone, there exist eighty agencies with environmental responsibilities.
Moreover, the majority of colleges and universities are now establishing some type of environmental program concerned with governmental policy since, in the final analysis, politics and government
determine environmental quality through the policy-making process.
Environmental policy is a relatively new field, emerging in the late
1960's, and still lacking a body of theory. The purpose of this
symposium is to contribute towards a theoretical basis for environmental policy-hence, the articles are oriented along theoretical,
conceptual and philosophical lines.
With leading scientists warning of environmental crises, with environmental destruction and deterioration everywhere, and with
increasingly powerful political forces concerning themselves with the
environment, it is time to study and understand this relatively unexplored but important area of environmental policy which will
affect our survival and the quality of our fives and the lives of our
children. Study and understanding, however, require a theoretical
basis for perspective and analysis. To this end, we have been admirably served by the creative ideas of the contributing authors to
this symposium.
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